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The kind of education here described is of course mainly 
moral education or character training in a large sense. The 
book is interesting and suggestive, but the question is irresistible 
why the author chose these strange and sometimes weird Hindu 
tales (The Foolish Fish, The Glowworm and the Monkeys, The 
Fateful Necklace, The Pilgrim of Love, The Hare's Stratagem, 
The Talkative Tortoise), rather than Western tales which would 
illustrate the same thing and seem to the writer of this note in 
better form. The author evidently believes more or less in the 
migration of souls and the inheritance of past experience, the 
Oriental doctrine of self, etc. 

G. Stanley Hall. 

The Passing of the Great Race or the Racial Basis of European 
History. By Madison Grant. New York, Scribner. 
1916. 245 p. 

Probably no other serious book of the past year has aroused 
as much interest and provoked as much discussion as Grant's 
Passing of the Great Race. It has been highly praised; it has been 
severely condemned. Certainly it is interesting, whether one 
agree with its contentions or not; and is well worth a careful 
reading. 

The aim and scope of the work are described in the preface, 
written by H. F. Osborne, author of Men of the Old Stone Age. 
He says: "European history has been written in terms of nation- 
ality and of language, but never before in terms of race; yet race 
has played a far larger part than either language or nationality 
in moulding the destinies of men; race implies heredity, and 
heredity implies all the moral, social, and intellectual characteris- 
tics and traits which are the springs of politics and government. 

. . . Thus the racial history of Europe, which forms the 
author's main outline and subject and which is wholly original 
in treatment, might be paraphrased as the hereditary history of 
Europe. It is history as influenced by the hereditary impulses, 
predispositions, and tendencies which as highly distinctive racial 
traits date back many thousands of years and were originally 
formed when man was still in the tribal state, long before the 
advent of civilization." 

The book presents a new phase of the old quarrel between the 
rival claims of "heredity" and of "environment;" and naturally 
arouses both favorable and unfavorable comment. It is heredity, 
says the author, that is, race, which is the great factor in deter- 
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mining the progress of nations and the advance of civilization. 
On the contrary, say his critics, it is environment, that is, favor- 
able economic and social conditions and education, which causes 
the development of peoples. 

Europe is composed, according to the author, of three old 
races, Nordic, the long-headed, tall, blonde Teutonic type, found 
in the North of Europe; the darker Alpine, in the center; and the 
Mediterranean, also dark, found in the South. The Nordic is 
the racial aristocrat, and is responsible for most of the progress 
in Europe and in the lands colonized by Europe, such as the 
United States. Most of the Great Powers of Europe have a 
population composed of at least two of these races; France is 
made up, in nearly equal parts, of all three. But in every case, 
it is the Nordic element which has taken the lead in government, 
war, and education. The sad fact — tragically sad, if Grant's 
thesis is correct — is that the Nordic element is being overborne 
by the plebeian Alpine stock. In Germany, it was the Thirty 
Years War which destroyed the Nordic leaders throughout 
many of the German States; in the United States the Alpine and 
Mediterranean stocks, by a higher birthrate, and by immigra- 
tion, are swamping the old American type, which is Nordic. 
For this calamity, the author points out, democracy is no cure. 

G. H. B. 

E. H. Harriman's Far Eastern Plans. By George Kennan. 
New York: The Country Life Press. 1917. 48 p. 

A valuable contribution to our knowledge of American finan- 
cial plans in the Far East. As early as 1905 Mr. Harriman 
travelled to Japan with the idea of establishing "a round-the- 
world transportation line, under unified American control. . . 
. . His plan was, first, to secure control of the South Man- 
churian Railway, which Japan, through the fortunes of war, 
had just acquired from Russia .... he intended to buy 
the Chinese Eastern, which he thought the Russians, having 
lost Port Arthur, would gladly sell, and then acquire transporta- 
tion or trackage rights over the trans-Siberian and the Russian 
Government roads from North Manchuria to the coast of the 
Baltic Sea." The Japanese Government at first tentatively 
accepted Mr. Harriman's proposals, but later declined them. 
Mr. Kennan believes that had Harriman's plans been successful, 
they would have resulted in the double tracking of the trans- 
Siberian Railroad, and in such further improvement in its carry- 



